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A Study in the Etiology of General Paraly¬ 
sis. —Dr. Andrea Cristiani, in an excellent and compre¬ 
hensive review of the Etiology of Paresis and from his 
own personal observations on this subject, gives an in¬ 
structive paper in the Rivista Sperimentale di Freniatria 
e die Medicina Legale, Volume XIX, Fas. II. He di¬ 
vides his twenty-five years hospital experience into five 
epochs of five years each, and finds that the percentage 
of cases is constantly increasing. The figures being, 
2.43%, 3.16%, 3.08%, 3.95%, and 4.63% in the last epoch. 
He finds that 90.90% of paralytics are males, while only 
9.09 % are females. As to etiological factors, syphilis 
was met in 62.79%, heredity in 36.36%, spontaneous in 
27.97%, mental emotion in 27.97%, alcoholism in 20.97%, 
sexual excesses in 11.88%, cerebral injury in 4.29%, and 
insolation in 1.43%. In regard to sex,he finds that in the 
males,syphilis was present in 59.87%, and in the females 
36.61% ; alcoholism, 17.22% in the males, 3.18% in the 
females; venereal excesses,9.11 % in the males, and only 

I. 50% in the females. 

In respect to position in life and the civil state, 
60.83% of the paralytics were married, of these, 78% had 
families with numerous children, 22% had no children, 
17.48% were bachelors, 9.79% widowers, 18.18% were 
actors, 15.38% manufacturers, 12.58% business men, 

II. 18% professional men, 10.48% military men, 10.19% 
farmers, 2.09% of the women were domestic. No 
priests and no prostitutes were affected. 

As to age, 3.49% occurred between the twentieth and 
thirtieth year, 25.17% between the thirtieth and fortieth, 
41.96% between the fortieth and fiftieth, 12.58% between 
the fiftieth and sixtieth, 3.49% between the sixtieth and 
seventieth. In the females, the greatest frequency oc¬ 
curred between the fortieth and fiftieth year, being 
64.70%. 

52.44% of the paralytics lived in the city, 44% in the 
country. In the months of May and June, the largest 
numbers were received in the hospital, being 11.88% and 
1 3-89%, while in December and February, the smallest 
numbers were received, being 6.29% and 2.79% respec¬ 
tively. W. C. K. 

Beneficial Besults of Salicylate of Soda in In¬ 
fantile Tetanus. —Drs. Sotolongo and Lynch describe 
a case of tetanus in its initial state, occurring in a baby 
nine days old, and which in all probability arose through 
infection at the umbilicus. The mother was delivered 
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by an ignorant midwife, and as a result, suppuration at 
the umbilicus followed. The wound was treated with 
bichloride of mercury, iodoform and antiseptic dressings, 
while internally the hydrate of chloral and the bromides 
were administered. The trismus was so pronounced that 
the child’s mouth could hardly be forced open, and 
its food and medicine were given drop by drop. The 
improvement was hardly perceptible, and fearing a 
fatal issue, the author decided to try the salicylate of 
soda. Accordingly, twenty centigrammes were given in 
two portions in a period of four hours. Noticing an im¬ 
provement after the first dose, the father gave the sec¬ 
ond powder at the end of the third hour. On the follow¬ 
ing day a notable improvement was perceptible, and the 
drug was continued, and the baby made a complete 
recovery.— La Abeja Medica. Habana, Jan. 1, 1894. 

W. C. K. 

Changes of Respiration in the Insane .—In the 

Rivista Sperimentale di Freniatria e di Medicina Legale , Vol. 
XIX, Fas. II, Dr. Cesare Rossi describes the conditions 
of respiration as occurring in cases of depression, exalta¬ 
tion and general paralysis. Sixty patients were exam¬ 
ined, and the following conclusions were deduced : 

1. In mental diseases, there occur many times varied 
alterations of the respiratory movements, which are in¬ 
dependent of any other factor, save the altered function 
of the psychical sphere. 

2. These alterations cannot be referred to any single 
nosological form, but are referable to the two funda¬ 
mental symptoms, exaltation and depression, or to an 
hyper and hypo-activity of the respiratory function. 

3. In the depressed state, when to the diminished 
psychical activity there are associated grave disturb¬ 
ances in the sensitive sphere, the respiratory tract 
presents characters which may be referred to a sense of 
anxiety. 

4. In the emotional state which so often accompanies 
the depressed psychical state, there is noticed a true 
emotional tremor of the respiratory muscles easily dis¬ 
tinguished from tremor of a different nature. 

In paresis, apart from the alterations which stand in 
accord with the altered psychical functions, the respira-, 
tory tract offers in every case a characteristic tremor 
from the incipiency to the end of the disease. 

W. C. K. 



